
Upcycled Denim Jacket 

Skill Level: Beginner



Upcycled Denim Jacket 

What you need

Fabric Recommendations

Tips before you start

•	 Denim Jacket

•	 39" (1m) Contrasting Fabric 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•	 Ruler 

•	 Thread

•	 Sewing Machine 

•	 Straight Pins

•	 Iron

•	 Tailors Chalk

•	 Scissors / Rotary Blade  
Note: Rotary Blade is optional for cutting out 
strips.

•	 Embrodered Fabrics

•	 Organza 

•	 Lace

•	 It’s a good idea to pre-wash and press natural fibre fabrics before you start, because it will shrink and 
wrinkle. 

•	 Decide approximately where to add the contrasting fabric on the denim jacket before cutting or marking.

•	 Try sewing with a scrap piece of your chosen fabric before sewing your project pieces. Adjust your tension, 
stitch length, and needle type accordingly.

•	 If there is a pattern on the contrasting fabric, be mindful of this when cutting for best results.

Light weight to medium weight fabrics.

Skill Level: Beginner

Learn how to upcycle a denim jacket by adding contrasting fabric as an accent! Choose your favourite 
contrasting fabric and play with the placement for a fun effect!

•	 Printed Cotton

•	 Contrasting Denim



Instructions

Step 1: Visualize the contrasting fabric placement 
Lay the jacket flat and drape the contrasting fabric on top of the area of the denim jacket to be covered.

Step 2: Chalk outline for contrasting fabric 
Once the contrasting fabric is positioned where you would like it to be on the jacket, trace the jacket seams 

onto the contrasting fabric. 



Step 3: Cut the contrasting 
fabric 
Cut the fabric on the chalk line.

Step 4: Create the cutouts 
Measure and mark ½” (2.5cm) away from the denim jacket seams inside of each panel. You will be sewing 
the contrasting fabric onto this extra ½” (2.5cm) seam allowance in the next steps. After marking, cut each 
section out along your chalk lines. 



Step 7: Trim excess 
Turn and trim excess contrasting 
fabric to clean up your seams.

Step 6: Zig zag stitch the jacket and contrasting 
fabric together
Use the zig zag stitch on your sewing machine with the settings 
listed below. Zig zag along the cut edge of the denim using the 
same colour of thread as your jacket. The stitching will only 
be visible on the jacket seam allowance. Position the jacket so 
when the needle lands on the left, it lands on the cut edge of the 
jacket. Stitch as close to the edge as possible. 
 
Note: Stitch Width Size 2 x Stitch Length Size 2.5. 

Step 5: Pin the contrasting fabric pieces inside the jacket 
Place the contrasting fabric inside the cut area of the denim jacket with cut edges of the contrasting fabric 
visible only on the inside of the jacket. Centre and pin in place.



©Fabricland 2024.
Every effort has been made to ensure that all projects are error free. As we have no control over the execution of 
instructions no warranty can be given, nor results guaranteed. This pattern is not available for commercial resale.  
You cannot copy and sell this pattern. You may sell items you make with this pattern.

Project completed 
Enjoy your UpCycled Denim Jacket! You can mix and match many different fabrics while using this 
technique! Don’t be afraid to be creative! 


